CLEMENCEAU

dissement to the National Assembly, on October 14th, 1877,
and took the active part in the renewed struggle with Marshal
MacMahon already spoken of, Gambetta was the leader at
the height of his power and influence, with a solid Bepublican
majority of more than a hundred votes. But from this period
he became steadily more and moro Opportunist, which gained
him great credit in Great Britain, and Clemeneeau was thence-
forth the recognised leader of tho advanced Left. MacMahon
having resigned, M. Grevy was elected President with the
support of Gambelta.

Prom the first Clemeneeau had vigorously opposed the
establishment of a Second Chamber in the shape of a Senate
divorced from a direct popular vote.   This was a step calcu-
lated to hamper progress at every turn, and at critical moments
to intensify those very antagonisms which it was Gambetta's
intention, no doubt, to compose entirely, or at any rate to
mitigate.   Clemeneeau did not view tho matter from Gam-
betta's point of view.   The Monarchists and BuonapartSsts
were the domestic enemy, as tho Germans had boon and might
be again the foreign enemy.   The only sound  policy for
strengthening the Eepublic to resist, both was to favour those
measures political and social which would make that Republic,
which they had established with BO much difficulty and at
such great cost, a genuinely democratic Republic.   Any sur-
render to the reactionists and the clericals must inevitably
dishearten those parties, now shown to be the majority of the
whole French people, who were for the Eepublic and theBepub-
lic alone.   Opportunism also gave tho anti-democrats and
intriguers a false notion of their own power, virtually helped
them to carry on their underground agitations for a change of
the new constitution, and provided them in tho undemocratic.
Senate with a political force that might be turned to their own
purpose.

It was more important all through, thought CJemenceau, to
inspire your own side with confidence than to placate your
opponents by half^measures. It was, in fact, not enough to
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